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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. The term "capable" in claim 8 is a relative term which renders the claim indefinite. 
The term "capable" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would 
not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-5, and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Samsung Electronics Co. (EP 0996055). 

With regard to claim 1 Samsung Electronics Co. discloses a printer system (Fig 
1; Col. 2 lines 16-17) comprising: a first printer (Printer 40) that is capable of being in 
one of a ready state and a not ready state, with respect to processing any incoming 
print jobs and a second printer (printer 40) that is capable of being in one of the ready 
state and not ready state (Col. 2 lines 48-56), wherein the first printer (printer 40) 
redirects a print job sent to the first printer (printer 40), to the second printer (printer 40), 
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when the first printer (printer 40) is in the not ready state (Col. 2 lines 48-56; Col. 3 lines 
27-31). 

With regards to claims 2 and 5 Samsung Electronics Co. discloses a printer 
system (Fig 1; Col. 2 lines 16-17) comprising a printer administer (computer 10) that is 
coupled to the first printer by way of a communications network (network 20) where in 
the printer administrator (computer 10) is notified by the first printer as to any print job 
redirections made by the first printer (Col. 3 lines 2-12); 

With regard to claims 3 Samsung Electronics Co. discloses a printer system (Fig 
1 ; Col. 2 lines 1 6-1 7) comprising: a first printer (printer 40) that is capable of being in 
one of a ready state and not ready state, with respect to processing any incoming print 
jobs, wherein the not ready state includes at least a first non-recoverable error sub-state 
(Col. 2 lines 48-52; Col. 3 lines 38-41); a second printer (printer 40), wherein the first 
printer (printer 40) redirects a print job sent to the first printer (printer 40), to the second 
printer (printer 40), when the first printer (printer 40) is in the first non-recoverable error 
sub-state (Col. 2 lines 13-18; Col. 3 lines 27-31). 

With regard to claim 4 Samsung Electronics Co. discloses a print system 
comprising a third printer (printer 40) wherein not ready state also includes a second 
non-recoverable error sub-state (Col. 2 lines 48 - 52; Col. 3 lines 38-1), and where in 
the first printer (printer 40) redirects a print job sent to the first printer (printer 40) to the 
third printer (printer 40), when the first printer (printer 40) is in the second non- 
recoverable error sub-state (Col. 3 lines 31-37). 
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With regard to claims 8 Samsung Electronics Co discloses a redundant printer 
system (Fig 1) comprising: a first printer (printer 40) that receives print jobs over a 
network (network 10); a second printer (printer 40) that receives print jobs over a 
network (network 10); wherein the first printer (printer 40) redirects a print job sent to the 
first printer (printer 40), the redirection being made to the second printer when the first 
printer is not capable of printing the print job (Col. 2 lines 48-56; Col. 3 lines 27-31 ). 
Examiner has interpreted "not capable" as being a non-ready state. 

With regard to claim 9 Samsung Electronics Co. discloses a method of printing a 
job on one of a plurality of network printers (printers 40) coupled to a network (network 
20) comprising: receiving, by a first of the network printers (printer 40) a print job; 
determining, by the first of the network printers (printer 40), a current operating state of 
the first of the network printers, the current operating state being either first state or a 
second state; and routing, by the first of the network printers, the print job to a second of 
network printers when the operating state is in the first state (Fig 3; Col. 3 lines 14-18). 

With regard to claim 10 Samsung Electronics Co. discloses a method of 
executing the print job by the first of the network printers (printers 40) when the 
operating state of the first of the network printers (printer 40) is in the second state, 
where in the print job is not routed to the second of the network printers (printers 40) 
when the operating state of the first of the network printers (printers 40) is in the second 
state (Col 1 lines 6-15; Col 2 lines 43-48). 

With regard to claim 12 Samsung Electronics Co. discloses a method of printing 
a job on one of a plurality of network printers (printers 40) coupled to a network (network 
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10) comprising: receiving, by a first of the network printers (printers 40) a print job; 
determining, by the first of the network printers (printers 40), a current operating state 
including at least one state corresponding to a non-recoverable error state and routing, 
by the first of the network printers, the print job to a second of the network printers when 
the operating state is the non-recoverable error state (Fig 3; Col. 3 lines 14-18). 

With regard to claim 13 Samsung discloses executing the print job by the first of 
the network printers (printer 40) when the operating state of the first of the network 
printers (printer 40) is in a state other than the non-recoverable error state, wherein the 
print job is not routed to the second of the network printers (printer 40) when the 
operating state of the first of the network printers (printer 40) is in the state other than 
the non-recoverable error state (Col 1 lines 6-15; Col 2 lines 43-48). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 6,7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Samsung Electronics Co. (EP 0996055) in view of Xerox Corporation (EP 
0917044). 

Regarding claim 6 Samsung Electronics Co. discloses a printer system (Fig 1; 
Col. 2 lines 16-17) comprising: a first printer (Printer 40) and a second printer wherein 
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the first printer (printer 502) includes a processor (CPU 43) for reading information 
contained in the print job sent to the first printer, and wherein the first printer (printer 
502) redirects the print job to the second printer (printer 504) (Col. 7 lines 34-58; Col. 8 
lines1-28). 

Samsung Electronics Co. does not disclose a printer system comprising: a first 
printer having a first set of printing capabilities; and a second printer having a second 
set of printing capabilities greater than the first set of printing capabilities, wherein the 
first printer redirects the print job to the second printer when the information contained in 
the print job is such that the capabilities of the first printer will not allow it to properly 
perform the print job. 

Xerox Corporation reveals a printer system (Fig 4) comprising: a first printer 
(printer 502) having a first set of printing capabilities; and a second printer (printer 504) 
having a second set of printing capabilities greater than the first set of printing 
capabilities, wherein the first printer (printer 502) includes a processor (supervisor 420) 
for reading information contained in the print job sent to the first printer, and wherein the 
first printer (printer 502) redirects the print job to the second printer (printer 504) when 
the information contained in the print job is such that the capabilities of the first printer 
(printer 502) will not allow it to properly perform the print job (Col. 7 lines 34-58; Col. 8 
lines1-28). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Samsung Electronics Co. by Xerox Corporation to have a first printer 
having a first set of printing capabilities; and a second printer having a second set of 
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printing capabilities greater than the first set of printing capabilities, wherein the first 
printer redirects the print job to the second printer when the information contained in the 
print job is such that the capabilities of the first printer will not allow it to properly perform 
the print job since Xerox discloses having a printer system containing printers with vary 
degrees of attributes that more optimally distributes job requests. 

With regard to claim 8 Samsung Electronics Co. discloses a redundant printer 
system (Fig 1) comprising: a first printer (printer 40) that receives print jobs over a 
network (network 10); a second printer (printer 40) that receives print jobs over a 
network (network 10); wherein the first printer (printer 40) redirects a print job sent to the 
first printer (printer 40), the redirection being made to e second printer (printer 40) (Col. 
2 lines 48-56; Col. 3 lines 27-31). 

Samsung Electronics Co. does not disclose a redundant printer system 
comprising: a first printer that receives print jobs over a network; a second printer that 
receives print jobs over a network; wherein the first printer redirects a print job sent to 
the first printer, the redirection being made to the second printer, when the first printer is 
not capable of printing the print job. 

Xerox discloses a redundant printer system (Fig 4) comprising: a first printer 
(printer502) that receives print jobs over a network (Fig 1); a second printer (printer 504) 
that receives print jobs over a network (Fig 1); wherein the first printer (printer 502) 
redirects a print job sent to the first printer (printer 502), the redirection being made to 
the second printer (printer 504), when the first printer (printer 502) is not capable of 
printing the print job (Col. 7 lines 34-58; Col. 8 lines1-28). 



Application/Control Number: 09/986,608 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2622 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Samsung Electronics Co. by Xerox Corporation to have a redundant 
printer system comprising : a first printer that receives print jobs over a network; a 
second printer that receives printer jobs over a network wherein the first printer redirects 
a printer job sent to the first printer, the redirection being made to the second printer 
when the first printer is not capable of printing the print job since Xerox discloses having 
a printer system containing printers with vary degrees of attributes that interprets job 
requests for print submission and passes the job to the appropriate printer capable of 
handling the job request. 

With regard to claim 14 Samsung Electronics Co. discloses a method of printing 
a job on one of a plurality of network printers (Fig 1) coupled to a network (network 10) 
comprising: receiving by a first of the network printers (printer 40) a print job (Fig 3; 
column 3 lines 14-18). 

Samsung does not disclose a method of printing a job on one of a plurality of 
network printers coupled to a network comprising: receiving by a first of the network 
printers a print job; reading by the first of the network printer at least a portion of 
information contained in the print job; determining by the first of the network printers 
whether or not the first of the network printers is capable of performing the print job 
based on the information contained in the print job and either routing the print job to 
another of the network printers or executing the print job by the first of the network 
printers based on a result of the determining step. 



Application/Control Number: 09/986,608 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2622 

Xerox discloses a method of printing a job on one of a plurality of network 
printers (printers 502, 504, 506, 508) coupled to a network (Fig 1) comprising: receiving 
by a first of the network printers (printer 502) a print job; reading by the first of the 
network printers (502) at least a portion of information contained in the print job; 
determining by the first of the network printers (502) whether or not the first of the 
network printers (502) is capable of performing the print job based on the information 
contained in the print job and either routing the print job to another of the network 
printers (printers 504, 506, 508) or executing the print job by the first of the network 
printers (502) based on a result of the determining step (Col. 7 lines 34-58; Col. 8 
lines1-28). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Samsung Electronics Co. by Xerox Corporation to have a method of 
printing a job on one of a plurality of network printers coupled to a network comprising: 
receiving by a first of the network printers a print job; reading by the first of the network 
printers at least a portion of information contained in the print job; determining by the 
first of the network printers whether or not the first of the network printers is capable of 
performing the print job based on the information contained in the print job and either 
routing the print job to another of the network printers or executing the print job by the 
first of the network printers based on a result of the determining step since Xerox 
discloses having a printer system containing printers with vary degrees of attributes that 
interprets job requests for print submission and passes the job to the appropriate printer 
capable of handling the job request. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Nardozzi (US 5179637) discloses a method of printing a job on 
one of a plurality of network printers coupled to a network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rashan O. Patterson whose telephone number is 571- 
272-0597. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ed Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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